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Table 3: Children of working age benefit claimants, 2007-2009

% change in children
May 07 - May 09

Enfield 6.1%
London minus 3.2%
England 5.5%

The most appropriate denominator to use to calculate a child poverty rate is
the number for which Child Benefit is being paid. However, 2009 data on such
is not yet available. As a crude substitute, the Office for National Statistics’
mid-year estimates of 0-14 year olds have been used for the purposes of this
briefing2.

Enfield’s rate works out at 36.9%, compared to 30.3% in London and 22.5% in
England. In line with the pattern shown by the other benefits data, the areas
with the highest claimant rates in 2007 have performed better than those with
the lowest. In London, Enfield had the 4th highest increase after Havering,
Kingston upon Thames and Sutton.

Enfield’s local authority district ranking in England deteriorated from 20th out of
326 at May 2007 to 13th at May 2009. Within London, Enfield’s rank
deteriorated from 14th to 8th.

Children known to be eligible for free school meals

Data is collected by the School Census covering State schools throughout
England and published by the Department for Children, Schools and Families
(DCSF). The following compares the data released for January 2007 and
2009. The number of children in Enfield known to be eligible in Enfield primary
and secondary schools increased from 11,290 to 12,015.

Table 4: Children known to be eligible for free school meals, 2007-2009

% change in children
2007-2009

Enfield 6.4%
London minus 0.2%
England 0.6%

Note: excludes special schools

The increase in Enfield has been greatest in the secondary sector (up 13.3%).
Whilst the eligibility rate in Enfield’s primary schools was virtually unchanged,
at 25.1%, the secondary school rate increased from 19.7% to 22.4%. The
increase in that rate was the 18th highest of the 150 local education authorities
in England.

2 This will over rate as dependent children in full time education up to the age of 18 are
counted. However, use of a denominator including older children distorts the picture for the
many places in the country which have large undergraduate student populations.
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For primary schools, Enfield’s ranking nationally went from 30th out of 150 to
29th and for secondary schools from 37th to 29th.

At Appendix 3 is a map of Enfield which shows free school meal eligibility.

Income Support

In Enfield, the number of claimants has decreased over the two year period,
however the rate of decrease did not match those for London or England:

Table 5: Income Support claimants, 2007-2009

% change in claimants
May 2007- May 2009

Enfield minus 4.3%
London minus 9.0%
England minus 6.0%

Whilst the number of lone parent claimants fell by 11.7% in London, in Enfield
the fall was only 0.7% and, excluding the City of London, Enfield was the
worst ‘performing’ London borough in this regard.

Housing Benefit

People eligible to receive Housing Benefit are those who pay rent and whose
income and capital are below a certain level. Thus, it covers some people in
work as well as out of work.

Over the two years to May 2009 Enfield’s caseload increased from 24,200 to
27,310. The percentage increase was higher than both the London and
national averages:

Table 6: Housing Benefit claimants, 2007-2009

% change in claimants
May 2007- May 2009

Enfield 12.9%
London 7.4%
England 9.7%

At November 2009 the number of claimants in Enfield as a proportion of all
households in Enfield was estimated to be 25.3%. This compared to 24.3% in
London and 18.3% in Great Britain.

Within London, Enfield had the 4th highest increase after Haringey, Redbridge
and Barnet.
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At May 2007, Enfield ranked 45th out of 354 authorities, in the top 13%. At
November 2009, it ranked 34th out of 325, in the top 11%. Within London
Enfield moved from 17th to 15th highest.

Household income

Estimates produced by CACI show that Enfield’s median gross household
income increased from £30,836 in 2007 to £31,995 in 2009. The more
meaningful estimates are ‘equivalised’ or adjusted for household size. These
show a negligible increase in the median from £27,971 to £27,995. The
percentage increase was higher than the London average (which actually
decreased) but lower than the Great Britain average:

Table 7: Equivalised median gross household income, 2007-2009

% change, 2007-2009
Enfield 0.1%
London minus 0.9%
Great Britain 1.6%

Within London, the lower income boroughs are estimated to have lost income,
and the higher income ones to have gained. Enfield was in 14th place on a
ranking of change (in order from increase to decrease). As a result, Enfield’s
ranking on median income moved up (favourably) from 5th lowest to 7th lowest.

Low earnings

Official statistics on low earnings are produced from the Annual Survey of
Hours and Earnings. However, as this is only a small sample survey, the
results for an area like Enfield have high margins of error, which limits its
usefulness.

The median gross weekly pay of full time workers resident in Enfield was
estimated to have increased from £517.50 in 2007 to £546.00 in 2009. A more
appropriate guide to low earnings is to compare the trend for those in the
bottom quarter (the lower quartile). That increase was from £385.70 to
£408.20. The percentage increase was lower than both the London and
national averages:

Table 8: Earnings of full time workers, 2007-2009

% change in pay, 2007- 2009
Enfield 5.8%
London 7.7%
England 6.3%

Within London, Enfield had the 13th lowest lower quartile earnings in 2007 and
the 7th lowest in 2009, however given the high margins of error this is not a
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reliable comparison. In 2009, Enfield was also the 7th lowest for median
earnings.

Polarisation within Enfield
A thorough approach to measure the degree of polarisation would use a
range of data such as that in the Indices of Deprivation 2007. For the
purposes of this Briefing a simpler check has been made using the Working
Age Client Group data for London boroughs. For comparison to the Indices of
Deprivation 2007, data has been analysed at super output area level,
comparing May 2005 and May 2009 numbers of claimants. This comparison
shows an increase in the variance of the numbers of 8.5%, the 12th highest
increase in London. Most of the boroughs with higher increases in variance
had a low variance at May 2005. Enfield had the 5th highest variance in 2005
and the 6th highest in 2009 after Westminster, Kensington & Chelsea,
Haringey, Tower Hamlets and Camden.

Analysis has also been done at ward level, using the estimated claimant rates
at May 2007 and May 2009. The increase in variance was 8.4%, the 13th

highest in London. Enfield continued to have the 4th highest variance at ward
level after Westminster, Kensington & Chelsea and Haringey.

Maps
Appendix 2 is a map of Enfield showing a composite measure of income
deprived adults, combining the working age client group and Pension Credit
guarantee element only claimants at May 2009. The rate (% of adults) has
been calculated by using the ONS population estimates for mid-2008.

Appendix 3 is a map of Enfield showing free school meal eligibility, taking data
from the January 2009 School Census. The rate is the percentage of all pupils
resident in Enfield and attending an Enfield state school.
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Appendix I: A new measurement of child poverty

In February 2010 Her Majesty’s Revenue & Customs (HMRC) released a new
set of statistics for August 2007 on children in poverty, to accord with a
revised definition for National Indicator 116. The children covered by these
statistics are those living in families in receipt of Child Tax Credit whose
reported income is less than 60 per cent of the median income or in receipt of
Income Support or (Income-Based) Jobseeker’s Allowance. A child poverty
rate has been calculated by dividing the above count by the total number of
children in receipt of Child Benefit. This definition is more consistent with that
used in the Indices of Deprivation 2007 and by previous national
measurements of child poverty.

Two child poverty rates are shown in the release, one for under 16s and the
other for all children. The Enfield and national rates shown are:

Under 16s poverty rate All children poverty rate
Enfield 38.2% 36.8%
England 22.4% 21.6%

It can also be calculated that the London averages are 33.3% and 32.5%,
respectively.

Enfield’s national ranking for the all children poverty rate was 15th highest out
of the then 354 English local authority districts. This may reasonably be
compared to Enfield’s ranking of 21st out of 354 in the Income Deprivation
Affecting Children Index of the Indices of Deprivation 2007. On the under 16s
rate, Enfield was 12th in the country and 9th in London.


